City of Etowah, Tennessee

Recreation & Wellness Plan
2018 – 2038

Prepared by:
The City of Etowah Parks and Recreation Department
The City of Etowah Regional Planning Commission and
Southeast Tennessee Development District
March 2018

1. Introduction
Recreation contributes to an overall improved quality of life for residents. Whether
enjoyed actively or passively, recreation provides mental and physical satisfaction. Most
Americans recognize that recreation is a fundamental element of healthy living. Local
officials recognize this truth and continue to demonstrate active roles in providing
recreational and cultural opportunities.

1.1 Purpose of Plan
The Recreation Plan is a key component of a community’s comprehensive plan. Prior to
this document, Etowah was working with a simple document that was adopted in 2010
to help the city in ensuring the recreational and cultural needs of 3,490 residents were
being met. The City of Etowah Recreation & Wellness Plan provides an inventory and
assessment of the city’s recreational and cultural assets in order to identify deficiencies
and opportunities. The inventory consists of spaces and structures that provide, or have
the potential to foster, increased recreational opportunity and cultural awareness.

1.2 Scope of Plan
The existing conditions of Etowah’s facilities were inventoried by City of Etowah’s
Director of Parks & Recreation, Brian Silber. Community goals were established over the
course of several months by gathering information from community surveys, staff
interviews, and focus group interviews.
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2. Background Information1
2.1 History
In 1902, the Louisville and Nashville Railroad announced its plan to build a more direct
line from Atlanta to Cincinnati in order to avoid the rugged mountains of North Georgia
and East Tennessee, bypassing the Great Hiawassee Loop. A point midway between
these cities was needed to service cars and change crews. By the end of 1904, the
company had purchased land in McMinn County to serve as this site and the City of
Etowah was planned. The L & N purchased 1454 acres for the main terminus (depot),
maintenance and repair facilities (shops), railroad yards and proposed township to
support the railroad workforce. This land was purchased at $10 to $20 per acre and the
L&N set about building a major rail center and the town of Etowah.
Out of what was referred to then as a wet swampland, a boomtown sprung up in 1906
with the L & N Depot serving as the hub of the new town’s business and social activities.
Since then, the City of Etowah has ridden the waves of economic downturns and
successes, such as the closing of the L & N shops in the 1930’s and the recruitment of
new industries, to evolve into the city that it is today. Etowah has seen positive growth
in industry and retail over the past decade and the opportunity of future growth is
strong.
During the past 100 years, Etowah has earned the reputation of being a friendly
community with caring citizens, which has made Etowah a great place to live. Visitors
and locals alike enjoy the uniqueness of Etowah’s business district and our family-style
atmosphere.
Etowah Carnegie Library was the second public building to be erected in Etowah. It was
built in 1915 with an $8,000.00 grant From the Carnegie Foundation. It was built on
property donated by the L & N Railroad Company. There were only 2,500 Carnegie
Libraries in the world. 1,700 of these libraries were in the United States. Today a
majority of the Carnegie Libraries have either fallen into disrepair, have been converted
to other uses or are no longer in existence.
The two-story brick edifice is 100 feet long by 40 feet in depth, facing Ohio Avenue, with
the remainder of the property then in use as a quasi-park, a calaboose (jail), and later a
fire station. After World War I, the park was used for the display of captured German
artillery. During the late 1960s, the park, south of the Library, was used for the
construction of a combination police and fire department building.
1

Information regarding the history and founding of the City of Etowah was obtained
from the city’s website.
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The Carnegie building has always been used primarily as a library, except for the years
1918 to 1922, when it was occupied by the first Etowah High School. It remained in use
as a high school until the new school was built at Washington Avenue and Fifth Street.
After the school relocated, the city’s offices were established on the ground floor.
The Carnegie Library has a collection of 10,500 books and periodicals. In addition, there
are 105 CDs, records, cassettes and other audio materials, as well as 250 video items,
such as DVDs and VHS tapes. There are 12 public access terminals and two terminals
dedicated to children. These two terminals contain games and word processing
software. An additional terminal is dedicated to use as a card catalog.
Staffing consists of one full-time employee and two part-time employees. There is not a
fully accredited librarian on staff. There are six volunteers who serve at the library;
three are in high school and three are adults. Library staff is attempting to form a
“Friends of the Library” group for the purpose of recruiting additional volunteer staff
and generating new ideas for programming associated with both children and adults.
Furthermore, if the group is successful in recruiting additional volunteers, staff would
like to consider adding some evening hours to the library schedule.
The City of Etowah hosts a variety of events at the library that are primarily suited for
children. They include story time, craft time, and other educational opportunities, such
as visits from “Mr. Bond the Science Guy.” Currently, the library has a dedicated staff
that has done an excellent job of promoting the “Make a Splash” summer reading
program. The goal was to register 50 children for summer 2010. However, nearly twice
as many signed up. The reading program is a tradition that the community hopes to
maintain. In addition to programming for children, the city intends to establish more
programs for adults.

2.2 Location
The City of Etowah is located in the southeastern portion of McMinn County. It lies just
west of the Cherokee National Forest. It contains a total municipal acreage of 1,809
acres, or 2.8 square miles. Etowah is in close proximity to a variety of communities and
popular attractions that offer recreational and cultural value:

Table 1: Proximity to Sites with
Recreational & Cultural Value
Gee Creek
Hiawassee / Ocoee Scenic River State Park..... 6.9 miles
Athens.............................................................. 10.5 miles
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Lost Sea............................................................. 21.2 miles
Cleveland.......................................................... 28.0 miles
Maryville........................................................... 44.9 miles
Chattanooga..................................................... 60.5 miles
Knoxville........................................................... 60.5 miles
Ruby Falls / Lookout Mountain........................ 62.2 miles
Cades Cove....................................................... 77.6 miles
Pigeon Forge..................................................... 79.1 miles
Gatlinburg......................................................... 85.0 miles
Clingmans Dome............................................... 97.8 miles

2.3 Climate
Etowah’s climate is classified as humid subtropical with hot, humid summers and cool
winters. The average tempeterature is 65.2° F and the annual rainfall is 57.8 inches.
The climate is favorable for long recreational seasons.

2.4 Transportation
2.4.1 Hiawassee River Rail Adventures
The city is fortunate to have service from a variety of transportation modes. The former
Louisville and Nashville Railroad system, now owned by CSX Corporation, traverses the
city, but these lines are dedicated to freight only. However, although the CSX lines do
not accommodate passenger travel, Etowah is the boarding site for Hiawassee River Rail
Adventures. This excursion involves a trip through the lower Hiawassee River Gorge,
over the Hiawassee Loop, and to the joint cities of Copperhill, Tennessee and
McCaysville, Georgia.

2.4.2 Major Highways
The major highways include:

▪ U.S. Highway 411 (Tennessee Avenue)
U.S. Highway 411 runs for 314 miles, from U.S. Route 78 in Leeds, Alabama to
U.S. Route 25 in Newport, Tennessee. U.S. Highway 411 represents Tennesseee
Avenue in the City of Etowah. Essentially, it is Etowah’s “mainstreet” and
includes the vast majority of all commercial enterprise in the community.
Tennessee Avenue contains several service stations, a hotel, restaurants, antique
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stores. Also, the L&N Depot and the Gem Theatre are accessed via Tennessee
Avenue.

▪ State Route 30 (David W. Lillard Memorial Highway)
State Route 30 runs from U.S. Highway 70, near McMinnville, to U.S. Highways
64 and 74. The new Community Center, discussed in Chapter 4, is accessed via
State Route 30.

▪ State Route 310 ( Mecca Pike)
State Route 310 runs from Etowah to the easternmost part of McMinn County.
It connects U.S. Highway 411 and State Route 39.

2.4.3 Mark Anton Airport
Etowah has air travel service provided by Mark Anton Airport which is approximately 6.5
miles northwest of the city. The airport facility is located on a 76-acre tract at an
elevation of 858 feet. The runway is 6,450 feet long and 100 feet wide. Its use is
primarily associated with small engine jets and general aviation.

2.5 Population
2.5.1 Population Projections
Etowah’s population growth, both historic and projected, is fairly static. In fact, based
on Census data, Etowah’s population declined slightly between the years 1980 and
2000. Regarding projected population growth data, provided by the Tennessee Advisory
Commission on Intergovernmental Relation (TACIR), the city’s population is only
expected to increase by 0.6 percent annually between the years 2010 and 2030.

Table 2: Population Projections
Geographic
Type

Census Years
1980

1990

Projections
2000

2005
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Population
Growth
(20102030)

Etowah
McMinn
County
Tennessee

3,758

3,815

3,663

3,715

3,755

3,906

4,009

4,104

4,201

11.88%

41,878

42,383

49,015

51,069

52,729

55,680

57,607

59,300

60,827

15.36%

4,591,120

4,877,185

5,689,283

5,989,309

6,229,564

6,600,486

6,860,231

7,130,776

7,397,302

18.75%

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau

2.5.2 Population Growth by Age
Based on a history of population growth by age, Etowah’s population is aging. In fact,
the population of retirees, or those individuals who are 65 years and over, has increased
by nearly 30 percent since 1980. Furthermore, this age group now represents nearly
one-quarter of Etowah’s population. The population of individuals who are generally
school-age or 19 years of age or younger exhibits a 13.05 percent decline since 1980. In
1980, the median age in Etowah was 31.4 years. Today, Etowah’s median age is 41.6,
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Table 3: A History of Population Growth by Age

Age Group

1980

1990

2000

Under 5
5 to 9
10 to 14
15 to 19
20 to 24
25 to 29
30 to 34
35 to 39
40 to 44
45 to 49
50 to 54
55 to 59
60 to 64
65 to 69

246
229
224
305
311
238
265
194
208
190
219
259
213
178

247
221
244
237
252
265
295
212
235
201
180
195
215
239

203
239
222
209
183
215
229
247
245
197
231
194
199
180
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Growth
(1980-2000)
-17.48%
4.37%
-0.89%
-31.48%
-41.16%
-9.66%
-13.58%
27.32%
17.79%
3.68%
5.48%
-25.10%
-6.57%
1.12%
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70 to 74
75 years and
over
TOTAL
Median Age

189

183

195

3.17%

290

394

475

63.79%

3,758 3,815 3,663
31.4 38.3 41.6

-2.53%

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau
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3. Inventory & Analysis of Existing Facilities
3.1 Spaces
3.1.1 Cox Athletic Field
Cox Athletic Field is primarily viewed as the football field in town and is located on
Eighth Street, adjacent to Etowah City School. The field is in excellent condition and is
also capable of serving as a baseball field. There is a backstop located in the corner of
the end zone that abuts Eighth Street. The home side bleachers are of cinder block
construction and run the length of the field. The grounds contain another set of
bleachers in the end zone that are of aluminum construction. However, these bleachers
do not meet current
safety
regulations
because they are in
excess of 30” in height
and include 4 rows, yet
do not have guardrails.
Furthermore, the field
contains no designated
visitor side bleachers.
The field contains two
press boxes, a concession
stand, and restroom
facility. One press box is
positioned in the corner of the end zone that abuts Eighth Street and is considered the
baseball press box. A second press box is located on the 40-yard line and is considered
the football press box. The concession stand and football press box have air
conditioning while the baseball press box and restrooms do not. All field lights are
functional. The football field does not stay open to the public. The parameter of the
property is secured with chain-link fence and the gate stays locked.
The facility could use some aesthetic repair including some trim work on the buildings
needs replaced, in addition to upgrades to the fencing, restrooms, and scoreboards. In
addition, some of the woodworking associated with the construction of the otherwise
cement and cinderblock bleachers is beginning to rot. Wooden boards rest in between
the cement slabs that constitute the seating of the bleacher structure and the
cinderblock framework. It would be very difficult to replace the wood if it were to rot
completely considering the weight of the large cement slabs. Although the wooden
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boards do not represent a serious problem now, they have the potential to become an
issue in the future.
Cox Athletic field is available to be rented for private events, tournaments and other
functions. The rental rates are outlined in the below table and are broken down into
three categories:
Category A
Community/Public/Private Groups
Category B
Community non-profit organizations*
Category C
Educational Institutions/Organizations sponsored by schools
* Tax Exempt form must be presented at time of booking.
Table 4: Cox Athletic Field Facilities Rental
Facility

Football
Complex

Category A
1-5
hours
$100

5-12
hours
$150

Category B
1-5
Hours
$50

5-12
hours
$100

Category C
1-5
hours
N/C

5-12
hours

*All facilities require a $100.00 refundable damage deposit at the time the reservation is
made and all rental fees are due fourteen days prior to the scheduled event.

3.1.2 Hopper Sports Complex
The Hopper Sports Complex consists
of two baseball fields. One field is
adjacent to Sixth Street and the other
is adjacent to Baxter Lane. Each ball
field contains a maintenance shed and
concession stand. However, an older
concession stand at the Sixth Street
field located under the Press Box is
currently utilized as an additional maintenance shed. The field on Sixth Street has a
traditional cinder block dugout whereas the field on Seventh Street has a fenced in area
that constitutes a dugout. Beyond the outfield is a batting cage.
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The Hopper Sports Complex is available to be rented for private events, tournaments or
other functions. The rental rates are outlined in the below table and are broken down
into three categories:
Category A
Community/Public/Private Groups
Category B
Community non-profit organizations*
Category C
Educational Institutions/Organizations sponsored by schools
* Tax Exempt form must be presented at time of booking.
Table 5: Hopper Athletic Field Facilities Rental
Facility

6th Street Field
7th Street Field

Category A
1-5
hours
$75
$100

5-12
hours
$100
$150

Category B
1-5
Hours
$25
$50

5-12
hours
$75
$100

Category C
1-5
hours
N/C
N/C

5-12
hours

*All facilities require a $100.00 refundable damage deposit at the time the reservation is
made and all rental fees are due fourteen days prior to the scheduled event.

3.1.3 City Park
The city has one traditional neighborhood
playground occupying a city block with
amenities for all ages. The Park is located
between Louisiana Avenue and Indiana
Avenue and Fifth and Sixth Street. The
grounds include: one play structure
designed for children ages 5 to 12 and
able to accommodate up to 35 children,
that was installed in the winter of 2014, a
jungle gym, four youth swings, a teeter totter, and two rocking animals on suspension
coils. The playground also sits adjacent to a large covered pavilion.
3.1.4 Splash Pad
The Etowah Splash Pad was constructed within the footprint of the old Etowah
Swimming pool that was declared an obsolete facility due to its poor condition. The
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Splash Pad opened in 2016 and was funded in part by and LPRF (Local Parks and
Recreation Fund) Grant. The Splash pad is located between the baseball fields and
playground and is easily accessible. This facility has ample parking and is ADA
compliant. Due to greater than expected usage in 2017 the city added a re-circulation
system to the splash pad to save money in the long term as opposed to continuing to
operate the system as a water to waste system. This facility has several benches for
parents, a grassy areas to lounge and location for a future shade structure. The facility
does however not have a restroom facility so the city provides portable lavatories during
the operation season of May through October.
3.1.5 Soccer Complex
There are six soccer fields located on U.S. Highway 411; two full-size, one junior, two
intermediate, and two beginner fields. The complex lies outside the corporate limits of
Etowah, but within the urban growth boundary, on property owned by Johns Manville,
Inc. Johns Manville, Inc. rents the property to the City of Etowah for a low fee. In
exchange, the City of Etowah maintains the fields. There are no restroom facilities at
the site and the fields are not lit because there is no electricity. However, during the fall
and spring soccer seasons, the City of Etowah does provide portable lavatories. The
fields are primarily used by the American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO). However,
the City of Etowah has hosted soccer camps at the site before as well.
3.1.6 Peoples Park
This pocket parks is located at the corner of
Tennessee Avenue and Ninth Street. The park is a
green space that is full of flower beds that are
maintained by the Etowah Friendly Garden Club, and
a Quilt Square that is included on the Appalachian
Quilt Trail. There is also a park bench located in this
park for individuals to relax and enjoy the scenery.

3.1.7 Walking Trail
The walking trail is located at Veterans Memorial park, which is part of the L & N Depot
grounds. The trail is approximately one-third of a mile long, shaded during the day, and
well-lit in the evening. There is a public restroom facility located at the site, in addition
to a pavilion with picnic tables.
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3.2 Structures
3.2.1 Etowah Community Center
The Etowah Community Center is a
25,000 square foot facility that was
opened in December of 2011. The facility
was completed utilizing both a
Community Development Block Grant and
a Local Parks and Recreation Fund Grant.
The original structure was a ware house
distribution facility that was gutted and
redesigned to accommodate the needs of
the community and serve as a Community
Center that the residents of Etowah and
the surrounding communities could enjoy.
The Community Center offers a variety of resources for the community, priding
themselves on having something for every age group. The entire facility is Wi-Fi
accessible and offers meeting rooms in addition to a multitude of recreational
opportunities.
The Weight and Fitness room is equipped with Cardiovascular, Free weight and Nautilus
machines enabling users to work out all muscle groups in their body. This room is
equipped with Commercial equipment and is open at all times the facility is open.
Individuals must be a minimum of 15 years old to use the weight and Fitness room with
adult supervision.
The Community Center also offers an Active
Recreation Room that is equipped with an indoor
batting cage with both a baseball and softball
pitching machine. The room also houses two
climbing walls, a top rope wall and a traverse wall.
Individuals can utilize the top rope wall after
completing a belaying safety course and all needed
equipment can be checked out at the facilities
front desk.
The Community Center also has two 1000 square foot rooms that are designated a
Multipurpose rooms. These areas are used for meetings, classes, receptions, and
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parties. One of the rooms is equipped with an Audio visual system to aid in classes and
presentations. The rooms are primarily utilized for birthday parties and private
receptions and can be rented very affordably on an hourly basis.
The Community Center also houses a game room equipped with an X-Box Kinnect. In
addition in the lobby there is a billiard table, Foosball table and air-hockey table for
patrons to utilize.
One of the ever increasing popular
amenities that the Community
Center offers is the basketball court
and gymnasium. This room is also
used for indoor festivals throughout
the year and is rented out for parties
and special occasions.
The
Community Center offers several
party packages including a Climbing
Party, Climbing/Bouncing Party, and
the ever popular Bouncing Birthday
party.
Table 6: Community Center Membership Packages
Package

Monthly

Quarterly

Annual

Individual

$20

$55

$150

Individual City
Resident

$15

$40

$120

Family

$50

$125

$350

Family City Resident

$25

$70

$200

Etowah City Residents under the age of 18 receive free memberships until the date of
their 18 birthday.
Table 7: Community Center Rental Rates
Facility
Aerobics/Dance*

Member

Non-Profit

Non-Member

$10.00/hour

$10.00/hour

$20/hour
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Active Recreation

$20/hour

$20/hour

$40/hour

Conference

$3.00/hour

$3.00/hour

$6.00/hour

Gymnasium

$12.50/hour per
goal

$12.50/hour per
goal

$25.00/hour per
goal

$5.00/hour

$5.00/hour

$10.00/hour

Multipurpose I & II*

* Require a $10 set up/Clean Up Fee if tables and chairs are requested.

Table 8: Community Center Party Packages
Party

Member

Non Member

Climbing Wall Party

$100

$125

Bouncing Party

$100

$125

Climbing Bouncing Party

$125

$150

Each Party includes one hour on the attraction and one hour in one of the MultiPurpose rooms. Parties require a $100 damage deposit at the time of the reservation
and the balance is due fourteen day prior to the event.
While all the construction on the inside of the Community Center is new the building
itself is not, this can present some challenges for the city in the future. There were
already several water leeks throughout the facility due to the age of the roof and this
did detract from the overall long term success of the building not to mention the
integrity of the facility, for this reason in 2017 the city installed a new TPO roofing
system on the structure.
The Community Center has plenty of room for growth and expansion as it is the only
thing that is developed on the 48 acres of land. The community center also has areas
that were not completed in the construction phase that over time will need to be
completed such as the Gymnasium, Locker Rooms and Kitchen.
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3.2.2 Boy Scout Lodge1
Erected in 1938 by the National Youth Administration (NYA)
for Scout troops of Etowah, the Scout Lodge on Pennsylvania
and Sixth Street has been the scene of scouting for almost 80
years. The Scout Lodge was dedicated in memory of
Etowah’s first scout leader Lloyd S. Campbell who died in
1936 after making Troop 74 one of the most prominent
scout troops in East Tennessee. Troop 74, established in
1926 and chartered in 1927, is one of the oldest continually
running scout troops in the nation.
The scout lodge served for many years as the headquarters
for Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and Cub Scouts, and has been
instrumental in molding the character of many children in
the Etowah area. The site, a one half acre on the south side
of the canal on the Etowah Junior High School grounds was chosen. The design called for
a stone building with a slate roof and was to have a large basement for woodworking
and other crafts. Scout officials were able to get
materials donated including lumber and brick
from the former L & N YMCA building, which had
been torn down on South Tennessee Avenue. The
NYA youth workers hauled rocks from the
mountain area near the Hiwassee River to use for
the exterior of the building.
In the 1970’s with the deterioration of the scout
lodge, Troop 74 moved to Wesley Memorial
United Methodist Church. In 2002, a group of
interested citizens under the leadership of
former scout Leroy Hershey formed the Friends of The Ole Scout Lodge. This group
solicited grants and donations of over $75,000 to restore the scout lodge. This
renovation included a new roof, electrical, and plumbing. The assembly room has been
brought back to its original beauty with hardwood flooring. The grounds are currently
landscaped and much of the work has been done with assistance of young scouts.
Once again both Boy and Girl Scouts are using the building. The former workers of the
NYA would be proud to see that the fruits of their labor are still being used to shape the
1

Information and images regarding the history of the Scout Lodge were obtained from Images of
America-Etowah, TN by S. Durant Tullock
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character of the youth of the Etowah area as well as adding to the beautiful character of
the Etowah area.
3.3.3 Gem Theater2
The building now known as the Gem
Theater was built in 1906. It occupied onehalf of a brick duplex structure and was the
largest privately owned building in Etowah
for some time. The owner rented the lower
half of the building to the Postmaster who
established a clothing store and a millinery
shop for making women's hats.
After several years, the Postmaster acquired
the entire building. However, in 1918, he
sold it to Hugh V. Manning who converted
the building into a theater. Manning had a
partnership with a J.C.M. Wink of Dalton,
Georgia in which the two men owned a chain of eleven theaters, including the Strand
Theater in Athens, Tennessee. Manning named the Etowah Theater “The Gem” to
honor his home town of Marietta, Georgia which was called the “Gem City”.
The Gem Theater was remodeled in 1927 at a
cost of $75,000, and became one of the most
beautiful show houses of its size in East
Tennessee and North Georgia. In 1929, a
portion of the building was modified to house a
business known as the Gem Drug Store. In
1947 Mr. Manning sold the Gem Theater
building to the Martin Theater Chain and the
name was changed to The Martin Theater. In
1971, Lester Averett, Pharmacist and owner of
the drug store, bought the building, later sold
it, and the building was purchased by the city of
Etowah in 1993.
Today, the Gem Theater has been renovated
Information regarding the history of the Gem Theater was obtained from the
Gem Players website.
2
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and adapted for contemporary performing arts and entertainment events. A state-ofthe-art Bose® surround sound system has been installed in the theater. Furthermore, a
drop-down projection screen has been installed behind the stage curtain. The projector
can be linked to any computer. At $300 per day (plus refundable $100 deposit), the
Gem Theater is one of the most affordable facilities to rent in the area for
entertainment or conference purposes.
The Gem Theater rental rates are outlined in the following table and are broken down
into two categories:
Category A
Category B

Community/Public/Private Groups
Community non-profit organizations*

* Tax Exempt form must be presented at time of booking.
Reservations for the Theater can be made through the Etowah Parks & Recreation
offices located at the Etowah Community Center.
Table 9: Gem Theater Facilities Rental
Charge

Category A

Category B

4 Hour Block of Event Time

$300

$200

Pre Even Set Up Time

$25/hour

$12.50/hour

Extra Even Time

$50/hour

$25/hour

Technician Fee

$75/per technician for $75/per technician for
event only (Sound/Video, event only (Sound/Video,
Lights)
Lights)

Stagehand Fee

$20/hour per person

$20/hour per person

Box Office Fee

$10/hour

$10/hour

Security Fee

$50/hour

$50/hour

*All facilities require a $100.00 refundable damage deposit at the time the reservation is
made and all rental fees are due fourteen days prior to the scheduled event.
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Despite the progress that has been made regarding the maintenance and use of the
Gem Theater, in addition to the technology that has been installed, the building is still in
need of some small–scale renovation. The building has suffered some water damage, as
a result some of the walls are in need of repair work and painting. In addition the wiring
throughout the building could be updated and unused wires removed.
3.3.4 L & N Depot3
Built in 1906, the L & N Depot
is perhaps the most iconic
structure in the City of Etowah.
It was the first building
constructed by the Louisville
and Nashville Railroad at a cost
of $13,000.
However, the
depot is only part of a much
larger railroad complex that,
although no longer exists, once
represented the heart of the city. By the end of 1906, the complex included a
roundhouse, sand house, cinder pits, coal bin, four sets of movable coal chutes,
turntable, oil house, machine shop, blacksmith shop, boiler shop, planing mill, cabinet
shop, powerhouse, car repair shop, two water tanks, car scales, a store, an office, freight
depot, 14 freight tracks and five repair tracks at a cost of $200,000.
In 1928, the Atlanta and Knoxville divisions
were combined and the Etowah offices
were moved to Knoxville. This transition
resulted in the loss of 2,020 of the 2,100
jobs associated with the railroad company
at the time. In 1968, passenger service at
the terminus ended and the depot was
closed. Shortly thereafter, the Louisville &
Nashville Railroad agreed to sell the depot
property for $35,000 and donated the
building to the City of Etowah. In 1977, the depot was placed on the National Register
of Historic Places with help from the Tennessee Historical Commission. By 1981, the
building had undergone a complete restoration at a cost of $200,000. Again in 2013
Information regarding the history of the L & N Depot was obtained from the
Etowah Area Chamber of Commerce website.
3
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restoration efforts were undertaken to ensure the longevity of this historic landmark.
The foundation was reinforced, roof repairs were made in addition to painting the
exterior of the building maintaining its historical integrity.
Today, the L & N Depot serves a variety of purposes. It houses a museum themed,
“Growing up with the L & N: Life and Times in a Railroad Town.” The Etowah Area
Chamber of Commerce, the Tennessee Overhill Heritage Tourism Association. The
depot and grounds are utilized for community holiday celebrations, fairs and exhibits,
weddings, club meetings, reunions, family gatherings, art and historical exhibitions, and
other classes and workshops.
The L & N museum includes a gift shop. Proceeds from sales at the gift shop go to the
Etowah Historical Commission. The
Etowah Historical Commission pays
for the alarm system that secures the
L & N Depot.
The L & N Depot is a popular site for a
variety of events. There are three
rooms available for rent, in addition to
the depot grounds.
There are two kitchenettes’ in the L &
N Depot – one upstairs and one
downstairs. The Portico Room, added on to the depot in 1916 to house the engineering
department, is a particularly elegant room. However, it contains carpet and therefore
food and drink are prohibited in this room. Food and drink are allowed in the
Conference Room and Grab-All Room.
The L&N Depot is available to be rented for private events, tournaments or other
functions. Reservations can be made through Etowah Parks & Recreation offices
located at the Etowah Community Center. The rental rates are outlined in the following
table and are broken down into three categories:
Category A
Category B
Category C

Community/Public/Private Groups
Community non-profit organizations*
Educational Institutions/Organizations sponsored by schools

*Tax Exempt form must be presented at time of booking.
*All facilities require a $100.00 refundable damage deposit at the time the reservation is
made and all rental fees are due fourteen days prior to the scheduled event.
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Table 10: L & N Depot Facilities Rental
Facility

Category A

Category B

Category C

Depot Grounds

$100

$50

N/C

Depot Portico
Room

$150

$50

N/C

Depot
Conference
Room

$75

$25

N/C

Depot Grab-All
Room

$75

$25

N/C

3.3.5 Park and Recreation Maintenance Facility
In 2017 the City of Etowah purchased the last parcel of property on Robinson St giving
the city ownership of all the property on the west side of the street for municipal
development. This property was the former location of an animal veterinarian clinic.
Due to the existing layout and location of the property it was determined the best
utilization for it was to serve as a maintenance shop for the parks and recreation
department. This location provides ample space for both equipment, chemical, and
inventory storage in addition to a workshop for ongoing projects. In addition this
location has ample potential resources for future maintenance needs such as a
greenhouse and seasonal storage.

3.4 Application of National Standards
Standards for recreational facilities, regarding the number of units required per
population, have been established by the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA). Based on these standards, Etowah maintains the recommended number of
recreational facilities for its population.
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4. Recreation Programming
4.1 Programming
Programs are generally defined as organized activities. This definition can include
leagues that last for a season, classes that last for several weeks in succession, as well as
events that are hosted one time a year. Programs available in Etowah can be divided
into three categories: active recreation, passive recreation, and special events.
Active recreation programs typically require physical exertion. Not all active recreation
has to be programmed, especially individual activities such as running, walking, and
biking. However, many active recreation events are team oriented and require
organization and planning. Passive recreation encompasses activities that are culturally
oriented instead of physically oriented. These programs include music lessons, art
classes, and theater productions. Special events take place once or twice each year and
can be organized around holidays, themes, or significant aspects of a community.
Many items need to be considered when evaluating the implementation of reoccurring
or new programming. Programs and special events need to be tailored to the needs of
the residents. For example, a community with a high senior population should provide
several activities that appeal to this age group. A community with a low senior
population, however, would not need to provide as many types of senior activities.
Regardless of the quantity of a particular population, it is still important to serve all age
groups.

4.1.1 Advertising and Participation
Advertising is important to the success of a program. There are several different means
by which programs can be advertised; however, costs for ads need to be considered.
One main form of advertising should be employed on a regular basis, such as a ad in the
local newspaper or a newsletter developed by the department, e-mail, and Facebook or
other forms of social media are also vital for advertising in today’s day and age. The
form of advertising should reach several demographics of residents, and provide a lot of
information in a small amount of space.
Before any program is held, advertising is necessary to get interest generated in that
program. It could take several years of organization and modifications to make a
programs self-supporting or popular.
One of the most successful forms of
advertisement can take place after the program is complete. Publicity of names of
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participants, results of final competition, and photos of the actual event expose the
program to the public, and this can be done through news articles, radio spots, and
Facebook posts. Ideally, media coverage should be of the actual event; however, if this
option is not feasible, articles and post, should be submitted to various media outlets
following the event or program.
Holding sign-ups for several different programs at one time will maximize participation
and minimize the demand upon employees and the use of funds for advertising. If
possible it is beneficial to include sign-ups for programs around a community event.
These are great opportunities for education the community about different programs
that are available as well as signing up participants. If an adequate number of programs
is established through the parks and recreation department, it would be possible for the
department to host its own special event by organizing a Program Fair. This would be
an event where booths would be set up displaying the various programs that are
available through the year.

4.1.2 Instructors and Staff
Several different types of instructors can be utilized for programs, including local
instructors and volunteers, contract personnel, guest instructors or individuals on staff.
Local volunteers and instructors provide the basis for many leagues and youth
programs. These residents act as coaches and board officers. Because these people are
volunteering their time, it is important to provide them with support as well as ensure
they are responsible for their actions. The priority reason for hosting the programs
should be each volunteer’s priority; therefore, if the mission of a league is to teach
children good sportsmanship and provide fun, those should be the goals of each coach.
Volunteers should also be provided with opportunities to attend local workshops that
teach effective coaching techniques and the rules of the game.
The parks and recreation department also hires contract personnel to teach specific
classes and programs when a staff member is not currently employed with the
necessary skills, certifications or abilities. Typically, a minimum number of participants
need to sign up before the class will be held. This is done to ensure that the contract
personnel can be paid their fee, and the class with still be self-supporting. Because
contract personnel are paid, they should be more knowledgeable in their area of
teaching than a volunteer. The fees paid to contract personnel should take into
consideration the following variables:
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▪
▪
▪
▪

Experience and training
Needed certification
Base rate for this type of service
Uniqueness of expertise

Contract personnel can be paid in a variety of ways, including per session, per
participant, a flat fee, or a combination of these ways.
Guest instructors are experts in their field that provide seminars or workshops for a
particular program. These types of sessions are higher priced than typical programs
because of the experience and fees of the instructor. These seminars are typically
considered special events because of the short duration and uniqueness of the program.
These types of special workshops should be offered whenever possible and should be
revenue generating.
Administration of a program requires several duties to be accomplished before a
program can run properly, including advertisements, sign-ups, coordination of facilities,
and arrangement of other needs specific to a particular program. If the parks
department is administering a program, adequate staffing is needed to effectively run
all programming.
Maintenance is another issue that is important to the success of a program. Preparation
of fields and facilities is important before an event takes place, and proper maintenance
of damaged or unclean areas is important for the longevity and usability of facilities.
Adequate maintenance personnel must be on staff to ensure all programs run smoothly,
such as having equipment in working condition and in place for an event.

4.1.3 Program Fees and Costs
The cost of a program depends upon several factors, including the target group of
citizens, the number of classes or events, the experience of the instructor, the amount
of materials required for the class, advertising, and regular cost for all programs. These
factors are figured into programs can be divided into three categories in terms of cost:
▪ No-fee
▪ Self-supporting
▪ Revenue generating
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No-Fee programs are promotional programs that serve to lead participants into other
activities, provide necessary large groups or residents, or provide the means for
conduction other programs. Examples of a no-fee program include coaching seminars
for volunteer coaches for your leagues, 4th of July fireworks shows, and art exhibits
within a park.
Self-supporting programs are advertised programs for which a fee is paid. The fee
charged to each participant should cover expenses of the program. Examples of these
types of programs include beginning courses, youth activities, and senior events.
Revenue-generating programs are important to a parks department because they
support the no-fee programs and recreation assistance scholarships. The amount of
revenue generated from this type of programs is between 3 and 10 percent. The profit
margin should be added to the base fee charged if the program were to be selfsupporting. Examples of revenue generating programs include adult recreation leagues,
special events, and workshops featuring guest teachers.

4.1.4 Programming Availability
Organizing a variety of programs is essential to meet the needs of the community.
Existing programs are also evaluated for expansion to be more inclusive for a greater
number of residents. Evaluations of existing programs is done on a regular basis to
identity changes in participation levels or interest, areas to be improved within the
program, and additional groups that can or should participate. Restrictive features of a
program are considered in the evaluation process. Restrictive features could be the
location, facility availability, the times of meeting, transportation, and inability to afford
fees. These are just a few of the areas that are considered when evaluating existing
programs for future implementation and improvement.
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4.2 Active Recreation Programming
Etowah area residents are able to participate in a variety of active recreation activities.
Table 11 identities some of these programs and the participation level in these
programs in 2017.

Table: 11: 2013 Active Recreation Programs
Activity

Number of
Participants

Program Type

Frequency
Offered

Little League Baseball

128

League

Annually

ASA Softball

16

League

Annually

Youth Football

110

League

Annually

Youth Basketball

140

League

Annually

AYSO Youth Soccer

122

League

Bi-Annually

Gymnastics

144

Class

9 months

Arthritis Foundation
Exercise Program

8

Class

1 months

ESCAPE Summer
Camps

98

Camp

Weekly
through
summer

the

Leagues and activities available in Etowah are not always organized through the
Recreation Department; examples of this are the Youth Football, Basketball, and Soccer
programs. Many times, the Booster Clubs for the leagues are responsible for the
organization of their own activities. The Parks and Recreation Department serves as a
resource for these Booster Clubs and fills the role of scheduling and overseeing facilities
that are used.
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4.3 Passive Recreation Programming
Passive recreation programs are offered through several different public agencies,
including Etowah Parks & Recreation, The Etowah Senior Center, The Gem Players, and
the Etowah Arts Commission.
Etowah Parks and Recreation has offered several classes and programs open to the
public in the past covering topics such as: Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention, Oil
Painting, Heart Smart Valentines Day Event, and CPR classes.
The Etowah Senior Center’s activities are oriented towards seniors and fills a great need
in the community by offering a wide variety of activities, including exercise programs,
computers, crafts and socialization, and meals.
The Gem Players formed in 1993 and are the official resident theater company of
Etowah. Their first production was “Arsenic and Old Lace” and they normally produce
four or five productions a year. Their primary venue is the historic Gem Theater
however they have also done dinner productions in the Historic L&N Depot, and walking
drams through down town. The Gem Players are members of Tennesseans for the Arts,
American Association of Community Theaters, Tennessee Theater Association, and the
Etowah Area Chamber of Commerce.
Etowah Arts Commission was founded in 1977 to create and promote artistic, cultural,
and educational activities in the city of Etowah. They have an art gallery that is open to
the public four days a week and rotates exhibits throughout the year. They also
organizes children art classes, adult photography and writing classes, and they host
several special events throughout the years such as the John Studdard Memorial Gospel
Bluegrass Festival, the Cousin Jake Memorial Bluegrass Festival, and the Young Authors
Conference.
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4.4 Special Event Programming
Special events in Etowah are organized
by a vast variety of organizations. Many
of these events are unique, providing
recreation opportunities for all interests.
People from all over the southeast
attend many of these special events
which helps bring recognition and
tourist dollars to the area.
The Etowah Parks & Recreation
Department works closely with several
of these organizations in a joint effort to
plan, promote and implement the
events. One such example of this
partnership is with the Etowah 4th of July Committee of the City of Etowah, which is
responsible for the Annual 4th of July celebration. The parks and recreation staff works
with the committee year round in the planning and execution of the one day festival.
Etowah Parks and Recreation has also work closely with several Veterans organizations
over the past several years to help host the Veterans Weekend celebrations for McMinn
County. The events of the weekend utilize multiple Park facilities including the Gem
Theater, and Depot Grounds in addition to a Parade through town.
The Park and Recreation Departments also has assisted the Camber of Commerce in set
up and preparations for their Annual Fall Festival held on the Depot Grounds in addition
to providing space and park resources for various other Chamber of Commerce events
and programs.
The arks and Recreation Department has also developed a strong relationship with
Etowah City School and has partnered with them o provide both activities and facilities
for school events. In 2017 Etowah City School used Cox field for both practice and
games for the school soccer team, the Gem Theater for a talent show, attended a field
trip to the Depot for Local Historical and Train Education, assisted in the Schools Field
Day, and hosted Perfect Attendance Reward Parties at the Community Center.
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4.5 Partnerships for Programming
In an effort to provide a variety of recreational opportunities to the community the
Etowah Parks & Recreation Department has developed good working relationships with
several organizations to assist with their programs and events. Examples of these
partnerships can be found in Table 12.
Table 12: Partnerships for Programming
Event

Organization

Park and Recreation
Departments Role

AYSO Youth Soccer

AYSO

Provide and maintain soccer
fields for leagues use, also
assist with promotion of the
league and registration

Etowah Youth
Basketball

Basketball
Booster Club

Provide a practice gymnasium
and supervision of the
gymnasium for practice; also
help in promotion and
registration for the league.

Central Knights Youth Football
Football
Booster Club

Provide and maintain a
practice and game facility for
teams, also help in promotion
and registration for the league.

4th of July Celebration Etowah 4th of Assist with planning and
July
implementation
the
Committee
celebration,
coordinate
needed permits and event
specifics with other city
departments. Provide staff for
event set up, clean up and
throughout the course of the
event.
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5. Recreation Plan
5.1 Goal Setting
A number of findings have been produced as a result of the analysis portion of this
planning document.
However, addressing deficiencies and opportunities for
improvement identified in this document may seem overwhelming for the City of
Etowah. Therefore, it is important that a set of goals be established, constituting the
actual Recreation Plan, so that proposals can be organized into manageable and
achievable projects.

5.2 Recreation Plan
The following goals are recommended:
1. The City of Etowah should strive to provide a level of services and facilities that
ensures recreational opportunities for residents of all ages.
2. The City of Etowah should continue to fund on an annual basis for the
provision of community recreational facilities and programming.
The citizens and local government of Etowah take justifiable pride in their
community and want to provide a high level of quality service to the community. This
means making recommendations and a commitment to help adequately fund the
needs of the parks and recreation department and to prepare for the future. The first
step in preparing a budget and strategy for fiscal resources is to examine use of
current funds. Are all expenses based according to plan and driven by public need?
The universal concern is that these resources are not adequate to meet today’s
demand for recreation facilities, programs, and services, yet alone providing for
future demand.
Etowah Parks and Recreation Department's Budgets are broken into four seperate
budgets for the 2017-2018 budget year. They include the Recreation budget totaling
$157,144.00, the Community Center budget totaling $286,690.00, the Gem Theater
Budget totaling $24,047.00, and the Depot budget totaling $60,488.00 for a combined
overall budget responsibility of $528,369.00. For the purposes of comparison with
other parks and recreation departments in the state of Tennessee, we are using the
population of Etowah, 3,490, as the criteria even though it serves outside the city
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limits. The following information was gathered for the following cities population
and park budget from the 2012 Tennessee Recreation Services Study.

Table 13: Population and Budget Comparison
City

Population

Park Budget

Gatlinburg

3,944

1,859,736

Rogersville

4,420

$490,202

Ashland City

4,541

$329,608

Jonesborough

5,051

$457,721

Kingston

5,934

$566,940

Fayetteville

6,827

$535,247

Newport

6,945

$782,744

Savannah

6,982

600,000

5,581

$702,775

ADVERAGE

The City’s commitment to funding the department indicates a dedication to providing
recreation to the citizens and that the City is moving forward in creating new
recreation opportunities. The challenge for the future is meeting the needs and
expectations the community has for recreation, while meeting the demand for up-todate facilities and the increasing maintenance cost on the majority of the current
aging facilities. Long range planning is again essential to prepare for these additional
costs and examining needed capital improvements.
3. The City of Etowah should continue to take pride in its existing recreational
facilities.
a. Provide for the basic maintenance of greens and structures.
b. Promote and host local and regional athletic leagues and tournaments.
c. Improve playgrounds and recreational opportunities and facilities.
d. Implement a turf and horticultural maintenance schedule.
4. The City of Etowah should maintain recreational facilities designed to minimize
safety risks and ensure functionality.
a. Provide and maintain adequate lighting.
b. Install water fountains where appropriate.
c. Maintain existing restroom facilities and install restroom facilities where
appropriate.
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d. Ensure the utility bleachers by ensuring they are up to safety standards
either by retro-fitting guardrails or replacing the bleachers altogether.
e. Ensure that all parks and facilities are ADA accessible and compliant.
5. The City of Etowah should continue to evaluate needs and develop parks to
meet the needs of the community adding needed features to existing park
lands, taking into the account of demand, purposed usage, cost, and overall
value to the community.
a. Aquatic Facility
b. Outdoor Amphitheater/Stage
c. Outdoor Fitness Trail
d. Dog Park
e. Greenway system
f. Skate Park
g. Additional Playgrounds
h. Frisbee Golf Course
i. Multipurpose Sports Fields
j. Additional Baseball/Softball Fields
6. The City of Etowah should continue to evaluate needs and develop programs
that fit the needs and desires of the community.
a. Fitness Programming
b. Family Entertainment
i. Movies
ii. Concerts
c. Cultural Programming
d. Educational Programming
7. The City of Etowah should develop a personnel and staffing plan providing for
the future to provide the essential staff meeting current regulations and
requirements.
a. The city should conduct a job analysis to examine the tasks and
sequences of tasks necessary to perform a job and the areas of
knowledge and skills required for the job. The process would identify
whether all employees are given the same consistent treatment and if
not, a mechanism for correcting the problem.
b. A Program Coordinator with a degree in Parks and Recreation or
associated field should be funded in the budget and hired. The City has
made the commitment to have a quality recreation department and that
goal cannot be accomplished without additional staff.
c. Enlarging the maintenance staff should be considered by the city. With
multiple facilities varying in age and usage one individual who is trained
and dedicated to regular upkeep of the facilities may not be enough to
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ensure that the facilities are operating in the most efficient and safe
manner possible.
d. The creation of a Comprehensive Personnel Plan would be beneficial to
the future growth of the Parks and Recreation Department. Through the
job analysis process and development of job descriptions, the
department should compose a Comprehensive Personnel Plan. This plan
would allow for the review and discussion of proposed organizational
structure while identifying the pros and cons of current and future
staffing and putting employees into functional positions that allow best
for their professional growth and abilities.
8. In the current economic culture with increasing costs and decreasing revenue
the City of Etowah should explore new ways to generate revenue and continue
to maintain low cost for the citizens it serves.
a. The City of Etowah should continue to develop partnerships with the
private sector not only for capitol projects but for programs and other
services it provides.
b. A volunteer program should be further developed to aid in the
implementation of programs and services.
i. A volunteer recruitment program should be designed and
implemented.
ii. A volunteer application process should be clearly defined
iii. A volunteer handbook and policies and procedures should be
developed and adopted.
iv. A volunteer retention and appreciation program should be
developed.
c. The City of Etowah should continue to seek out grants to help fund park
expansion, improvements, and programs that are desired by the citizens
it serves.










SHORT TERM
(Should be accomplished and implemented within 1 to 3 years)
Development of a Policy and Procedures Manual
Increase activity/involvement of Recreation Advisory Board
Continual updating of City’s web page
Development of an Emergency Management Plan for the department including an
action plan for each park
Bring all bleachers into current safety standards
Develop partnerships to assist in implementation of suggested programs
Develop a program evaluation form to be distributed to all participants at the end
of a program or session
Add additional play structures in parks that are accessible to population centers
and local gathering sites.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•








MID TERM
(Should be accomplished and implemented within 3 to 5 years)
Development of a comprehensive personnel plan
Training of Advisory Board
Develop a Comprehensive Policies and Procedures manual for the
implementation and operation of programs
Fund and hire a Full Time Program Coordinator that has a degree in recreation or
associated field
Develop a Comprehensive Marketing Plan
Implement needed programs
Maintenance Staff or Director to become a CPSI
Add an aquatic feature to the park inventory
Addition of at least one ADA picnic table in at least one pavilion that is on an
accessible route at each park
Create a program schedule for the upcoming 12 months that would include
seasonal/special events, athletics, wellness, seniors, and cultural arts based on
results from the needs assessment
Full time staff become CPRP certified.
Director become CPRE certified.

LONG TERM
(Should be accomplished and implemented within 5 to 10 years)
Develop Site Plans for future expansion and improvements of parks.
Develop a long range program plan to guide the City of Etowah for a minimum of
5 to 10 years. Use annual public input to adjust programs and schedules
Develop an outdoor aquatic facility at the community center site.
Develop a new Baseball/Softball Facility at the community center site.
Design and fund and expansion to the Community Center.
Acquire and develop additional land.
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ETOWAH LPRF NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Q1 What is your gender?
Answered: 55

Skipped: 0
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Female
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Male
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TOTAL
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Q2 Do you live in the city limits of Etowah?
Answered: 52

Skipped: 3
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Q3 What is your age?
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Q4 In a typical week, how many days do you exercise?
Answered: 55

Skipped: 0

I don't
regularly...

Once a week

2 to 4 days a
week

5 to 7 days a
week
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Q5 Which of Etowah's recreation facilities do you currently use? (Mark all
that apply.)
Answered: 52

Skipped: 3
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Center

Playground

Walking Trap
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Q6 On average, how many days each month do you visit or use one of
Etowah's recreational facilities?
Answered: 55
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Q7 How would you rate the physical condition of Etowah's recreational
facilities?
Answered: 55

Skipped: 0
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Q8 How do you or your family typically travel to any of Etowah's
recreational facilities?
Answered: 55
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Q9 How would you rate the safety of Etowah's recreational facilities?
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Q10 Please identify specific safety concerns:
Answered: 51

Skipped: 4

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

N/A

2/15/2018 11:42 AM

2

N/A

2/15/2018 11:41 AM

3

More sidewalks. Better lighting at walking track.

2/15/2018 11:37 AM

4

Poor sidewalks. Benches in poor condition.

2/15/2018 11:34 AM

5

Young children in workout room.

2/15/2018 11:31 AM

6

Young children in workout area.

2/15/2018 11:30 AM

7

N/A

2/15/2018 10:45 AM

8

N/A

2/15/2018 10:43 AM

9

N/A

2/15/2018 10:29 AM

10

N/A

2/15/2018 10:22 AM

11

N/A

2/15/2018 9:57 AM

12

N/A

2/15/2018 9:52 AM

13

Lighting at depot

2/14/2018 5:33 PM

14

N/A

2/14/2018 5:30 PM

15

Insulation in basketball gym.

2/14/2018 5:28 PM

16

N/A

2/14/2018 5:25 PM

17

N/A

2/14/2018 5:23 PM

18

N/A

2/14/2018 5:14 PM

19

N/A

2/14/2018 5:10 PM

20

Bathrooms at ballrields need more maintenance

2/14/2018 5:05 PM

21

N/A

2/14/2018 5:00 PM

22

N/A

2/14/2018 4:49 PM

23

N/A

2/14/2018 4:47 PM

24

N/A

2/14/2018 4:45 PM

25

N/A

2/14/2018 4:43 PM

26

N/A

2/14/2018 4:40 PM

27

N/A

2/14/2018 4:36 PM

28

N/A

2/14/2018 4:33 PM

29

N/A

2/14/2018 4:31 PM

30

N/A

2/14/2018 4:28 PM

31

N/A

2/14/2018 4:23 PM

32

N/A

2/14/2018 4:20 PM

33

N/A

2/14/2018 4:14 PM

34

Non working camera's

2/14/2018 3:56 PM

35

The absence of lighting on the walking track.

2/14/2018 3:51 PM
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36

N/A

2/14/2018 3:48 PM

37

N/A

2/14/2018 3:43 PM

38

Lighting in the parking lot at the community center.

2/14/2018 3:41 PM

39

N/A

2/14/2018 3:27 PM

40

N/A

2/14/2018 3:23 PM

41

Lights not working on depot truck

2/14/2018 3:15 PM

42

N/A

2/14/2018 3:06 PM

43

N/A

2/14/2018 2:55 PM

44

N/A

2/14/2018 2:44 PM

45

More lighting at the walking track would be beneficial.

2/14/2018 2:33 PM

46

N/A

2/14/2018 2:28 PM

47

N/A

2/14/2018 2:24 PM

48

N/A

2/14/2018 1:06 PM

49

Bathroom floors remaining wet after use of showers.

2/14/2018 1:01 PM

50

N/A

2/14/2018 12:56 PM

51

N/A

2/14/2018 12:46 PM
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Q11 Please list any suggestions you might have as we plan for future
recreational facilities and activities.
Answered: 51

Skipped: 4

#

RESPONSES

DATE

1

N/A

2/15/2018 11:42 AM

2

N/A

2/15/2018 11:41 AM

3

N/A

2/15/2018 11:37 AM

4

N/A

2/15/2018 11:34 AM

5

N/A

2/15/2018 11:30 AM

6

N/A

2/15/2018 10:45 AM

7

N/A

2/15/2018 10:43 AM

8

Swimming Pool

2/15/2018 10:29 AM

9

Another basketball court.

2/15/2018 10:22 AM

10

N/A

2/15/2018 9:57 AM

11

N/A

2/15/2018 9:52 AM

12

N/A

2/14/2018 5:33 PM

13

N/A

2/14/2018 5:30 PM

14

N/A

2/14/2018 5:28 PM

15

N/A

2/14/2018 5:25 PM

16

N/A

2/14/2018 5:23 PM

17

N/A

2/14/2018 5:14 PM

18

N/A

2/14/2018 5:10 PM

19

N/A

2/14/2018 5:05 PM

20

N/A

2/14/2018 5:00 PM

21

Ping Pong

2/14/2018 4:49 PM

22

N/A

2/14/2018 4:47 PM

23

N/A

2/14/2018 4:45 PM

24

N/A

2/14/2018 4:43 PM

25

Greenway, Out door basketball courts, pool, expanded fitness facility at the community center,
racket ball courts.

2/14/2018 4:40 PM

26

More workout equipment.

2/14/2018 4:36 PM

27

N/A

2/14/2018 4:33 PM

28

N/A

2/14/2018 4:31 PM

29

N/A

2/14/2018 4:28 PM

30

More workout equipment.

2/14/2018 4:23 PM

31

Would like gym improvements.

2/14/2018 4:20 PM

32

Greenway for walking and riding bikes. Shade area for splash pad. Pool for swimming. Another
playground.

2/14/2018 4:14 PM
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33

Better basketball goals and leg press

2/14/2018 3:56 PM

34

lights and 911 box on track. horshoes. skateboard area.

2/14/2018 3:51 PM

35

N/A

2/14/2018 3:48 PM

36

N/A

2/14/2018 3:43 PM

37

Dog parks for small and large dogs with running water and restrooms. Also, a
coffee/smoothie/food place at the community center.

2/14/2018 3:41 PM

38

N/A

2/14/2018 3:27 PM

39

Indoor football training field

2/14/2018 3:23 PM

40

Community fund raising

2/14/2018 3:15 PM

41

Swimming Pool

2/14/2018 3:06 PM

42

Bike Paths

2/14/2018 2:55 PM

43

Pool, more weight equipment, cardio machines, better gym floor for basketball

2/14/2018 2:44 PM

44

Charcoal grills at the depot pavilion.

2/14/2018 2:33 PM

45

Would like something done with the old basketball courts. I would also like a public swimming pool.

2/14/2018 2:28 PM

46

N/A

2/14/2018 2:24 PM

47

I would love to see a soccer complex built.

2/14/2018 1:06 PM

48

A pool and a sauna. A pool would encourage me to apply for a year membership instead of
monthly.

2/14/2018 1:01 PM

49

Would like more workout equipment.

2/14/2018 12:56 PM

50

More activities at community center for kids.

2/14/2018 12:53 PM

51

Swimming Pool

2/14/2018 12:46 PM
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Q12 Please indicate if you or any members of your HOUSEHOLD have a
need for any of the facilities or park amenities listed below by selecting
"Yes" or "No."
Answered: 48

Skipped: 7

Do you have a need for this facility? (Select yes or no)
Walking Paths
Biking Trails
Picnic Shelters
Playgrounds
Dog Park
Swimming Pool
Splash Pad
Indoor Fitness
Facilities
Volleyball
Court
Baseball/
Softball Fields
Skateboard Park
Outdoor Public
Art
Open
Lawns/Play...
Restroom
Facilities
0%

Yes

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

No

12 / 15

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%

ETOWAH LPRF NEEDS ASSESSMENT
If YES, YOU HAVE A NEED, how well are your needs already being met with the current f...
Walking Paths
Biking Trails
Picnic Shelters
Outdoor
Pavilion
Playgrounds
Community
Gardens
Dog Park
Swimming Pool
Splash Pad
Outdoor
Fitness...
Basketball
Court/Tennis...
Soccer Field
Baseball/
Softball Fields
Football Fields
Skateboard Park
Facilities for
People with...
Horseshoe Pits
Open
Lawns/Play...
Restroom
Facilities
0%

10%

100% Met

20%

30%

75% Met

40%

50%

50% Met

60%

70%

25% Met

80%

90% 100%

0% Met

Do you have a need for this facility? (Select yes or no)
YES
Walking Paths
Biking Trails
Picnic Shelters
Outdoor Pavilion
Playgrounds
Community Gardens
Dog Park
Swimming Pool
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NO

TOTAL

75.00%
33

25.00%
11

44

57.50%
23

42.50%
17

40

58.54%
24

41.46%
17

41

47.50%
19

52.50%
21

40

56.76%
21

43.24%
16

37

36.84%
14

63.16%
24

38

43.59%
17

56.41%
22

39

69.23%
27

30.77%
12

39
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Splash Pad
Outdoor Fitness Stations/Equipment
Indoor Fitness Facilities
Basketball Court/Tennis Court
Volleyball Court
Soccer Field
Baseball/ Softball Fields
Football Fields
Skateboard Park
Facilities for People with Disabilities
Outdoor Public Art
Horseshoe Pits
Open Lawns/Play Areas
Outdoor Amphitheater/Stage
Restroom Facilities

39.47%
15

60.53%
23

38

57.89%
22

42.11%
16

38

86.05%
37

13.95%
6

43

61.54%
24

38.46%
15

39

28.95%
11

71.05%
27

38

19.44%
7

80.56%
29

36

39.47%
15

60.53%
23

38

37.84%
14

62.16%
23

37

13.89%
5

86.11%
31

36

51.28%
20

48.72%
19

39

28.95%
11

71.05%
27

38

26.32%
10

73.68%
28

38

43.24%
16

56.76%
21

37

50.00%
19

50.00%
19

38

81.40%
35

18.60%
8

43

If YES, YOU HAVE A NEED, how well are your needs already being met with the current facilities?
100% MET
Walking Paths
Biking Trails
Picnic Shelters
Outdoor Pavilion
Playgrounds
Community Gardens
Dog Park

Swimming Pool

75% MET

50% MET

25% MET

0% MET

TOTAL

33.33%
9

29.63%
8

33.33%
9

3.70%
1

0.00%
0

27

0.00%
0

11.76%
2

23.53%
4

11.76%
2

52.94%
9

17

20.00%
4

30.00%
6

25.00%
5

20.00%
4

5.00%
1

20

7.14%
1

28.57%
4

35.71%
5

21.43%
3

7.14%
1

14

12.50%
2

25.00%
4

62.50%
10

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16

11.11%
1

22.22%
2

22.22%
2

0.00%
0

44.44%
4

9

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

7.69%
1

92.31%
12

13

5.00%
1

5.00%
1

5.00%
1

5.00%
1

80.00%
16

20
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Splash Pad
Outdoor Fitness Stations/Equipment
Indoor Fitness Facilities
Basketball Court/Tennis Court
Volleyball Court
Soccer Field
Baseball/ Softball Fields
Football Fields
Skateboard Park
Facilities for People with Disabilities
Outdoor Public Art
Horseshoe Pits
Open Lawns/Play Areas
Outdoor Amphitheater/Stage
Restroom Facilities

27.27%
3

45.45%
5

18.18%
2

9.09%
1

0.00%
0

11

10.53%
2

5.26%
1

5.26%
1

15.79%
3

63.16%
12

19

34.62%
9

42.31%
11

19.23%
5

0.00%
0

3.85%
1

26

5.00%
1

25.00%
5

20.00%
4

35.00%
7

15.00%
3

20

14.29%
1

14.29%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

71.43%
5

7

0.00%
0

33.33%
2

33.33%
2

16.67%
1

16.67%
1

6

18.18%
2

27.27%
3

27.27%
3

18.18%
2

9.09%
1

11

11.11%
1

33.33%
3

22.22%
2

22.22%
2

11.11%
1

9

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

100.00%
4

4

8.33%
1

0.00%
0

25.00%
3

16.67%
2

50.00%
6

12

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

20.00%
1

80.00%
4

5

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

16.67%
1

16.67%
1

66.67%
4

6

0.00%
0

15.38%
2

38.46%
5

23.08%
3

23.08%
3

13

15.38%
2

0.00%
0

15.38%
2

15.38%
2

53.85%
7

13

25.00%
7

25.00%
7

35.71%
10

10.71%
3

3.57%
1

28
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